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in winch the grammar is easy, but the words are quite
foreign to the English speaker. Teutonic or Latin
languages will be found easier. Now it is established
that young pupils who are thus exercised in memorising
vocabularies, and at the same time in working the
words up as fast as they come in, soon acquire a
remarkable facility in learning in this direction. It
was essentially in this manner that Latin was taught
to children till within two centuries; that is to say,
during the days of gieat memories I have in my
possession two woiks, probably the first ever published,
for the purpose of teaching little boys Latin One,
of the fifteenth century, by MURMELLIUS, in black letter,
is in German, the other in English. The latter
gives a great number of woodcuts illustrating all the
trades and professions, in which every object is num-
bered. Thus over a blacksmith is one, over his hammer
two, over the anvil three. Under the picture and in
type we find, one, faber ferr anus, a blacksmith; two,
1i hammer, malleus; three, an anvil, incus. Beneath
the vocabulary are exercises; giving the inflections,
conjugations, &e, in conversation This simple method
would be laughed at now in these days of philosophic
grammars and systems, but after all there were a
hundred boys then in the fifteenth century who could
not only read and write, but even talk Latin, where
there is one now. There was an immense advantage
in thus teaching Latin familiarly and colloquially, that
the students were soon interested in "the classics"
As it is, with the very great majority, Latin or Greek
is one dry and wearisome grind from the beginning
to the end.

Latin is no longer taught as a living tongue, nor